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Milan, while the Spanish fleet threatened to seize Leghorn,
Gian Gastone still refused to agiee to the occupation of any
part of Tuscany by either of the rival powers, but began to
be weary of this struggle against contending forces whom he
was powerless to resist And the death of Princess Violante z
in 1731, amidst the tears of a whole nation, completed his
despair. He had never wholly relinquished the vices to which
he had taken during his father's lifetime, and these now
established a complete hold over him. He abandoned public
affahs almost entirely to his ministers; an infamous favourite,
Giuliano Dami, became the head of his household, the dis-
penser of honouis, and the sole channel of access to him; and
retiring from public view Gian Gastone sank into absolute
degradation, becoming a drunken sensualist seen only by a
group of the vilest companions, "spending half his time in
bed to recover from the effects of the half ill-spent out of it,"
and seeking diversion in the company of buffoons.

Meanwhile Spain and Austria each took steps to obtain a
military hold of the country. \ combined Spanish and British
fleet seized Leghorn, and landed an army of thirty thousand
Spaniards who were quartered in different parts of Tuscany
Thereupon the Emperor Charles VI despatched an Austrian
army of fifty thousand men to enter Tuscany by Pontremoh,
and a struggle in Tuscany between the two powers was only
averted by Don Carlos being called away to lead a Spanish
army against Naples, Austria at the same time suffering a
defeat at the passage of the Po. The Emperor's intention was
to give Tuscany, if he obtained it, to his daughter, the cele-
brated Maria Theresa. The Florentines, on the other hand,
hated the idea of an Austrian ruler, and if they were not to
have one of their own race, infinitely preferred a Spanish to
an Austrian one. France looked only at what might best
assist her views in regard to Milan and Savoy; while England
and Holland desired peace in any way that it could be ob-
tained, regardless of what consequences might result to
Tuscany.